
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
December is the month dedicated the Immaculate Conception 

 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 from the First Sunday of Advent Cycle C 

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues:       * Advent Themes 

          * Liturgical Year 

          * Mary 

* Immaculate Conception 

03 December  Francis Xavier  Priest/Patron of Foreign Missions and Tourists  (1506-1552) 

04 December  John Damascene  Priest and Doctor of the Church    (676?-749) 

06 December  Nicholas   Bishop of Myra/Patron of /Bakers/Brides/Children  (d.350?) 

07 December  Ambrose   Bishop of Milan and Doctor of the Church   (340?-397) 

 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION ONE 

Recall experiences of ending.  This may be such things as..a friend leaving for an extended vacation…a 

loved one moving to a distant city…a retirement…a death… 

Recall experiences of beginnings.  This may be such things as…entering into marriage…beginning a 

new job…the birth of a new baby…life without a spouse…a move to an unknown city… 
 

#1  How do you feel toward endings? …toward beginnings? 
 

#2  Did you try to stop the ending?…..the beginning? Why or why not? 
 

#3  Was your life better or worse because of the ending?  …..the beginning? 
 

#4  To whom did you turn in those times? Why? 
 

#5  Were there signs of the coming of this experience or not? 

 

 

Liturgical Year… 

…is the Church’s annual remembrance of the events of the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is divided into the 

two major seasons of Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter/Pentecost with Ordinary Time occurring between them.  Each 

season has a time of preparation and a time of celebration. 
 

Immaculate Conception… 

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception affirms that “the Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved, in the first instant of her 

conception, by a singular grace and privilege of God omnipotent and because of the merits of Jesus Christ the Savior of the 

human race, free from all stain of original sin”  

(Pius IX, December 8, 1854) 

 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION TWO 

 

#1  What does Mary’s “yes” to God’s invitation mean for you? 

 

#2  How do you feel, what do you say, when people say that Catholics worship Mary? 

 

#3  Have you ever wondered why Mary has so may titles, for example, Our Lady of Guadalupe,  

Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima, Mother of Sorrows, Queen of Angels?   

What other titles have you heard?  What titles are connected with the statues in our church? 

 

#4  Do you see any possible meaning Mary might have for your spiritual life?   

Do you have any sense of a personal relationship with Mary?   

Is that something you might like to develop?  Why or why not? 
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