
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
June is the month dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

           Liturgical Year C 

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 from the Thirteenth (13th) Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues:  *Church History *Apostolic Succession *Vatican II 

Opening Prayer 
Welcome Take a moment to realize you are surrounded by God’s presence.  As you reflect on the rhythm of  

your breathing, become aware that your breath is a gift of life.  Breathe in through your nose, and  

out through your mouth, slowly, deeply. 

Let us enter into prayer in the + name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Lighting of the Candle 

All  Jesus is the light of the world, a light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Leader Let us pray together a commitment to our faith. 
 

All  God, all faith is a gift from you. 

  As I continue on this journey of faith, help my faith to deepen each and every day. 

  I desire to understand and love you more and more each day. 

  Take away the doubts that cause me to hesitate on this journey or turn away from you. 

  I rely on your promise to never forget me,  

and the reminder that you have carved me in the palm of your hand. 

All  Amen_________________________________________________________________________ 

Proclamation of the Gospel----Dr. Larry Bartlett 

Commentary---Kelli Rocha 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

Presented in the Gospel are three anonymous persons who desire to follow Jesus.  Before they can, 

though, they tell Jesus that they must fulfill a prior obligation.  Jesus says that to be a follower of his, 

one needs to be detached from the security of a home or from the comfort of things; to be detached from 

former responsibilities; to be detached from past relationships.  Nothing is to stand in the way of a 

radical commitment to Jesus and the proclamation of the kingdom of God by one’s life. 
 

#1  What attitudes, fears or past experiences in your life keep you from hearing or responding to the  

Lord’s invitation to live the Gospel? Be specific and concrete. 
 

#2  Where in your life do you hear the Lord inviting you to a greater response to the Gospel? 
 

#3  Is the promise of God’s strength and His Grace and blessing enough for you as you accept the  

rejection and insecurity of following Jesus?  Why or why not? 

 

Large Group----Open Forum----Questions and Discussions........Church Etiquette 

Announcements 

 
28 June  Iranaeus, Bishop, (130?-202?) 

29 June  Peter, Prince of the Apostles/Patron Saint of Rome/Catholic Church/Watchmakers  (1st Century)  Peter was willing to jump out of boats, walk on 

water and declare his unending love for his Lord.  He also denied Christ three times, lost his confidence and nearly drowned.  Whatever he did, he did with 
his whole heart and soul.  Peter made mistakes, but he got up, dried himself off and kept going.  Peter was filled with passion; passion for Christ, passion for 

the gospel and passion for life. 

29June  Paul, Patron of Protestants (1st Century)  Saul of Tarsus was a zealous Jew, a Pharisee, who after his dramatic conversion on the way to Damascus 

changed his name to Paul and became a fervent apostle of Jesus. 

30 June  First Martyrs of the Church of Rome  In the year 64, Rome was devastated by a terrible fire.  In order to protect himself, Emperor Nero (who 
was responsible for the tragedy) blamed the fire on the Christian community of Rome.  Some of the Christians were thrown to wild dogs; others crucified, 

and many were burned alive after being impaled on stakes.  They were tortured unmercifully, and Pope Clement recalled in a letter the bravery and patience 

of these men, women and children, whom he know himself and counted as founders of the Roman Church. 

01 July  Junipero Serra, Priest/Founder of the California Missions (1713-1784)  Of the twenty-one missions that march up the coast of California, nine 

were founded by Junipero Serra. 
03 July  Thomas, Apostle/Patron of Architects, Builders, Construction Workers  (1st Century)  Thomas’ feelings of doubt have been recorded for all 

posterity.  Do you find it hard to believe/ 

04 July  Elizabeth of Portugal, Widow (1271-1336)  Generous provider to the poor and maintained a daily schedule of prayer, Mass, devotions, along with 

her household duties, royal responsibilities and family matters.  Keeping a schedule simply means we bring balance into our days.  



Grace:   Bless us, O Lord, in these thy gifts which we are about to receive  

from your bounty through Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 

Practice of Faith…………………..Missionary 

 St. Paul shares a feast day with St. Peter on June 29.  Paul, the missionary, took the witness of his faith experience 

“on the road.”  Peter traveled mainly out of himself and his limitations. 

 Household prayer, like the companionship that Paul enjoyed with his friends and the apostolic community in Peter’s 

life, can be a safe haven for faith.  Paul and Peter learned that what is learned and gained in the safe havens begs to be shared 

with the world.  The safe haven of household prayer can go out to the world by being the inspiration for greater involvement 

in the larger faith community.  It can help us to see private prayer as a path to communal prayer instead of an alternative to it. 

 

Topic Presentation...................Church History  [748-780]  Apostolic Succession [857]  Vatican II 

 

Definition of the Church from Lumen Gentium: 

….”by her relationship with Christ, the Church is a kind of sacrament or sign of intimate union 

with God and of the unity of all mankind.” 
 

Church as community…The goal is to lead persons to communion with God and each other in this life and in the next.  

Church as institution…The goal in this model is to bring all to eternal life by means of a series of institutions. 

Church as sacrament…This model presents visible unity through the sacraments so people can experience the Church  

and respond to it. 

Church as herald…The Church as “herald” proclaims the Good News. 

Church as servant…The “Servant” Church tries to help all people by promoting peace, justice and concern. 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  Do you feel you are (becoming) part of a total community which includes priests and Bishops? 

 Why or why not? 
 

#2  Do you expect perfection from the Church?….of people in ministry or in high positions in the  

Church?  Do you think other people expect it?  How would you answer someone who accused  

church leaders in history of being far less than perfect? 
 

#3  Why do you think that the Catholic church has survived for almost 2,000 years? 

 

Large Group Sharing 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing Prayer 
 

Leader As we prepare to celebrate our nation’s independence, let us pray this week that our  

nation will truly be a place of liberty and freedom for all. 

Leader For the talents and the abundance of gifts that are ours.... 

All  God, we thank you. 

Leader For the faith that stirs and grows in our hearts........ 

All  God, we thank you. 

Leader For the many people who have been instruments of your goodness in our lives.... 

All  God, we thank you. 
 

Leader We bring our needs to God in prayer……………. 

Spontaneous Prayer 

Tonight we pray for…………….….Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Response Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

All  Amen. 
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