
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
July is the month dedicated to the Precious Blood 

           Liturgical Year C 

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 from the Sixteenth (16h) Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues: *Discipleship *Church Law *Dogma/Doctrine *10 Commandments 

Opening Prayer 
Welcome Let us quiet ourselves.....let the cares and stresses of the day fall away as we breathe in......and  

out.......breathe in the Holy Spirit.....breathe out the tension... 

Let us enter into prayer in the ❖ name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Lighting of the Candle 
All  Jesus is the light of the world, a light no darkness can overcome. 

 

All  I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart, 

   for you have heard the words of my mouth;  

    in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise. 

  I will worship at your holy temple and give thanks to your name, 

   for you have made great, above all things, your name and your promise. 

  When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within me. 

  The Lord is with me to the end. 

  Lord, your love endures forever. 

  Never forsake the work of your hands 

  Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. Amen_______________      _Psalm 138 
Proclamation of the Gospel----Dr. Larry Bartlett 

Commentary---Kelli Rocha 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  Are you more of a Martha or a Mary?…..more of an active person or a reflective person?….more  

oriented to people, ideas or tasks? What effect does this have on your spiritual life? 
 

#2  Why do you think Jesus admonishes Martha who waits on him in service? 
 

#3  Why do you think Jesus contrasts Martha to Mary, who “waits upon” every word of the Lord? 
 

#4  What do you see as the real issues here? 
 

#5  What are the qualities of Mary you would like to imitate?  What are the admirable qualities of Martha? 
 

#6  How can you avoid the pitfalls into which Martha falls? 
 

 

Practice of Charity.............Martha, Martha. 

A friend of mine once told me that every time she hears this gospel passage, she gets mad at Jesus.  “Martha was only trying to make sure 

everyone was comfortable, and Jesus goes and hurts her feelings.”  But when this story is read in conjunction with Sunday’s first reading, and Martha is 

placed alongside Abraham, she serves as a model of hospitality for us.  May we all one day be gently chided by the Lord for being too hospitable! 

 

Large Group----Open Forum----Questions and Discussions........Announcements 
 

 

21 July  Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church (1559-1619)  Lawrence was one of those extraordinary people who are gifted with a facility 

for learning languages, eight in fact.  His Hebrew was so good that some people thought he was a Jew who had converted to Christianity.  Because of his 

ability with languages, St. Lawrence became an effective communicator throughout much of Europe.  Communication isn’t always the spoken word.  Our 

body language often speaks volumes. 

22 July Mary Magdalene (1st Century)  For centuries, Mary Magdalene has been identified with the sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ feet with perfume at 
the house of Simon, the Pharisee.  What’s more, since the sinful woman is often thought to have been a prostitute, Mary gets stuck with that label also.  Yet 

there is no evidence that the Mary who lived in the town of Magdala and from whom Jesus cast out seven devils had anything to do with the woman “who 

was a sinner.”  Mary Magdalene was more likely to have been mentally ill or demonically possessed that she was to have been immoral.  Poor Mary is the 

victim of untruth in labeling.  Over the centuries, more careful reading of Scripture has allowed us to know the truth about Mary Magdalene.  She is now 

seen for what she really was, not what she was imagined to be.  We need to do the same for ourselves. 
23 July Bridget-Religious (1303?-1373)  Bridget founded a religious community so devoted to poverty that at yearend all excess income had to be given to 

the poor.  The one exception was that every num and monk could have as many books as she or he wanted. 

25 July James the Greater  Apostle (1st Century)  James the Greater was the first of the apostles to die, beheaded by King Herod Agrippa 1.  Ironically, 

although he was killed in Jerusalem, tradition says his body was moved to Spain, where his shrine at Compostela became one of the greatest pilgrimage 

destinations of the Middle Ages.  Finally, he is the patron saint of both Guatemala and Nicaragua. 



Grace:   Bless us, O Lord, in these thy gifts which we are about to receive  

from your bounty through Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 

Canon Law 

…The name given to the official body of laws for the Catholic Church. The name is derived from the Greek word kanon, 

meaning a measure or rule.  The interpretation and correct application of these laws are determined by the work of 

commentators or legal scholars, rather than by the judges, as is the case with common law.  The legal system of the Catholic 

Church enjoys the reputation of being the oldest such system that has continued to function. 

 

Commandments… 

….The “Ten Words” given by God to Moses on Mt. Sinai are considered to be the divinely instituted ordinances concerning 

the requirements of true worship and morality.  They give the minimal requirements of true worship and fidelity to divine 

love, while the Great Commandment of Love in the New Covenant speaks the fullness of the covenant. 

 

Doctrine of the Catholic Church… 

....a generic phrase for the teachings of the Church regarding faith and morals, given by her Founder, Jesus Christ, to the 

Apostles for the salvation of all.  “Doctrine” means the contents of Divine Revelation, as well as each specific tenet of the 

Faith. 

Dogma… 

..A teaching of the Church revealed implicitly or explicitly by Sacred Scripture or Sacred Tradition, to be believed by the 

faithful by virtue of solemn definition of the Church’s ordinary Magisterium.  For a teaching to be a “dogma”, the specific 

truth must have been formally revealed and taught as such by the Church and must be proposed as binding on the faithful.  

Therefore, the dogma’s acceptance is necessary for salvation. 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  What are Jesus’ “rules”?  Is it enough to live by them?  Why or why not? 
 

#2  Why are we tempted so often to live by rules (often self-made) rather than by the Gospel?  To what  

degree do you experience this in your own life?...in other Christians 

How do you deal with this? 
 

#3  Do you view church law as punishing or protective? Why?  Do we need this protection? 

 

 

Large Group Sharing 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing Prayer 
 

Reader  Deuteronomy 26:16-19 

Leader  God of Moses and Miriam, you brought your chosen people out of the bondage  

of slavery in Egypt. 

All  Set me free. 

Reader  God of the prophets, You promised to set your people free from the captivity of Babylon. 

All  Make me aware of your promises in my life. 

Leader  God of Joseph and Mary, through their ‘yes’, you offered your only son, Jesus to redeem us  

from the bondage of sin and death. 

All  Open my eyes to see your covenant love. 

Reader  God of the desert Fathers and Mothers, You continually purify your church through the  

   spiritual renewal of these monastic ancestors. 

All  Purify me and make of us a holy people. 
 

Leader  With this in mind, we bring our needs to God in prayer……………. 

Tonight we pray for……………......................….let us pray to the Lord. 

Response Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

All  Amen. 
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