
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
July is the month dedicated to the Precious Blood 

           Liturgical Year C 

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13 from the Seventeenth (17th) Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues:   *Prayer *Catechism of the Catholic Church   

Opening Prayer 
Welcome Let us quiet ourselves.....let the cares and stresses of the day fall away as we breathe in......and  

out.......breathe in the Holy Spirit.....breathe out the tension... 

.....as we enter into prayer in the ❖ name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Lighting of the Candle 
All  Jesus is the light of the world, a light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Reading 1 Kings 19:4-8 
 

All  God, I rejoice in the faith you have given me. 

  Help me guard and protect your gift of faith through love of others  

   and a commitment to prayer. 

  Strengthen my faith in times of fear and doubt. 

  Purify my faith more precious than gold, as I pass through the fires  

   of suffering and anguish. 

  Keep my eyes fixed on you  

   that my heart will know you are truly my Lord and my God. 

  You have graciously gifted me with this community of faith  

   to support and nourish the seed of faith you have planted in my soul. 

  May your Spirit breathe upon me and empower me  

   to support and encourage your gift of faith in others. 

All  Amen. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Proclamation of the Gospel----Dr. Larry Bartlett 

Commentary---Kelli Rocha 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  What kinds of prayers are found in these few words reported by Luke (praise, petition, forgiveness  

of sin, thanksgiving and so on)?. 
 

#2  If God knows our needs, why do we need to ask?   

If we didn’t ask, would we still receive the same answers to our needs? Explain. 
 

#3  What experiences have you had with answered prayers?…..unanswered prayers? 
 

#4  What do the following words mean in your life? “Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find;  

knock and the door will be opened to you”? 
 

Practice of Hope…………………..Scorpions and Fishes 
 How little do I know my needs, yet how well do you provide for me, my God.  In my foolishness I have asked you 

for scorpions and serpents.  But you have given me eggs and fishes all the same.  Night after night, I have knocked at your 

door.  Year after year, I have chipped away at your doorpost, asking for rags.  Your servants roll their eyes at my persistence.  

But now, you have come down yourself in the middle of the night to clothe me in purple like a king.  You have given me a 

white steed like a prince and a scepter like the ruler of the land.  Your embrace has steadied my gaze.  I ride into the rising 

sun with my head lifted high, and my eyes are bright with the light of the morning star. 

 

Large Group----Open Forum----Questions and Discussions........Announcements 

 

Grace:   Bless us, O Lord, in these thy gifts which we are about to receive  

from your bounty through Christ, our Lord. Amen 



26 July  Joachim and Anne....Parents of Mary (1 B.C.) 

29 July  Martha (1st Century).... Martha was a perfectionist.  When Jesus came to her house she wanted to be the perfect hostess, so while 

her sister was listening to Jesus teach, Martha was setting the table and fixing the dinner.  Then, like most perfectionists, Martha got 

irritated.  Here she was making everything wonderful and no one was helping her.  When she complained to Jesus, he pointed out that she 

was so busy, she didn’t have time for the important things in life.  While Jesus appreciated her cooking, he would have appreciated her 

company more.   

30 July  Peter Chrysologus (406-450?)  Archbishop of Ravenna/doctor of the Church...An exceptional preacher, Peter often based his 

sermons on biblical passages.  We have 170 of his homilies still today and what makes his homilies so unique is not only their brilliance 

but also their shortness.  Peter did not want to lose the attention of his listeners.  His last name isn’t a name at all but a title meaning 

“golden world.” 

31 July  Ignatius of Loyola, Priest/Founder of the Society of Jesus, (1491-1556)  He wanted to be a soldier but a French cannonball 

shattering his leg changed his course and career.  While Ignatius is the patron of soldiers, spiritual exercises and retreats, he would also be a 

good patron for returning students, since he was in his mid thirties when he went back to school and didn’t graduate until he was 43.  He 

went on to found the Jesuits, one of the greatest religious orders in the world, so there is still time for you to be whatever you want to be.  

01 August  Alphonsus de Liguori, Bishop/Doctor of the Church, (1696-1787), Patron of Confessors and Moralists/Founder of the 

Redemptorists. 

 
 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  Appoint a secretary. Each person decides one thing that you wish to look up in the Catechism of the  

Catholic Church.  Make a list of the subjects the group decides to look up. 

 

#2  Using the catechisms available in the group, look up each of the subjects. 

 

 

 

Large Group Sharing 

 

 

“The will of God will never take 

you to where the grace of God will 

not protect you.” 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Leader No matter what your condition of life, no matter who you are or what you do,  

   Christ is calling you to be holy. 

  In fact, the Spirit is even now moving you interiorly to love God more deeply  

   and serve God more fully. 

 

Leader With this in mind, we bring our needs to God in prayer……………. 

Spontaneous Prayer 

Tonight we pray for…………….….Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Response Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

All  Amen. 
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