
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
December is the month dedicated to the Immaculate Conception 

 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 from the Second Sunday of Advent Cycle C 

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues:       * Humility 

          * Immaculate Conception 

          * Our Lady of Guadalupe 

          * Advent Preparation  
 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION ONE 

Lowering lofty mountains and raising up the valleys can symbolically describe our spiritual goals as we 

prepare for the coming of the Kingdom.  Our weaknesses need to be fortified and our pride humbled. 
 

#1 How would you define or describe “humility”? 
 

#2  Is humility an attractive quality? What are the fruits of humility? 
 

#3  When people speak about false humility, what do you think they mean? 
 

#4  What did Jesus do or say that revealed his humility? 
 

#5  In what ways does humility make people more open to other people, different ideas and various  

value systems? 

 
07 December  Ambrose, (340?-397) Ambrose is recognized as a doctor of the church for his teaching, but he is also remembered as the man who converted 

St. Augustine.  Among his other abilities, he possessed a talent for using the ideas of the great philosophers, such as Cicero, to support Christian truth.  

Afraid of no one, he even took on the emperor making him do public penance for wiping out an entire town for the murder of some royal officers.  Ambrose 

had two sides, the public side that would battle anyone and the private side that could quietly and calmly convince a skeptic like St. Augustine. 
08 December  Immaculate Conception…The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception affirms that “the Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved, in the first 

instant of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of God omnipotent and because of the merits of Jesus Christ the Savior of the human race, free 

from all stain of original sin” (Pius IX, December 8, 1854) 

09 December  Juan Diego (1474-1548) Juan Diego, a poor Aztec Indian who lived near Mexico City, was 57 years old when the Virgin Mary appeared to 

him.  Mary told Juan Diego to gather roses to prove her appearance to the bishop.  When he opened his cloak to show the roses to the bishop, a life-size 
image of Mary also appeared.  This cloak still hangs in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

10 December  Gregory III A.D. 741) 

11 December  Damasus I, Pope (305?-384) Damasus may be best known for commissioning St. Jerome to work on his famous translation of the Bible, but 

he also is remembered for the care he took in restoring the catacombs and caring for the relics of the early martyrs. For doing the latter he was named patron 

of archaeologists. 
12 December  Our Lady of Guadalupe This is the feast day of the appearance of Mary to the Indian man Juan Diego near Mexico City.  To convince the 

local bishop to build a church and aid in the conversion of the Indians, Mary asked Juan Diego to take roses to the bishop.  Upon doing so, his cloak bore the 

image of the Virgin Mary and still hangs in the Basilica in Mexico City today. 

13 December  Lucy, Virgin and Martyr (d. 304) Because her name means light, Lucy is the patron of those with eye trouble.  She refused marriage so her 

suitor had her banished to a brothel, but even there she remained steadfast in her faith.  Lucy was willing to risk all, even death, because she could see 

beyond the present to the eternal. 

 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION TWO 
 

#1  What does Mary’s “yes” to God’s invitation mean for you? 
 

#2  How do you feel, what do you say, when people say that Catholics worship Mary? 
 

#3  Have you ever wondered why Mary has so may titles, for example, Our Lady of Guadalupe,  

Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima, Mother of Sorrows, Queen of Angels?   

What other titles have you heard?  What titles are connected with the statues in our church? 
 

#4  Do you see any possible meaning Mary might have for your spiritual life?   

Do you have any sense of a personal relationship with Mary?   

Is that something you might like to develop?  Why or why not? 

 

Thought for the week: 

“Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory position”. 
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