
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
December is the month dedicated to the Immaculate Conception 

 

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 from the Third Sunday of Advent Cycle C 

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues:       * Conversion 

          * End Times (Eschatology) 

          * Parousia 

          * Incarnation 

21 December  Peter Canisius    Priest and Doctor   (1521-1597) 

23 December  John of Kanty    Priest    (1390?-1473) 

25 December  Christmas Day 

26 December  Stephen     First Martyr   (d. 36?) 

27 December  John     Apostle and Evangelist  (1st. Century) 

28 December  Holy Innocents    Martyrs 

29 December  Thomas Becket    Bishop and Martyr  (1118-1170) 

31 December  Sylvester I     Pope    (d. 335) 

01 January  Mary      Mother of God   (1st Century) 

02 January  Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen  Bishops and Doctors  (329-379) 

04 January  Elizabeth Ann Seton    Religious   (1774-1821) 

 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION ONE 

It was John the Baptizer, powerfully preaching the word of God,  

who moved the hearts of his followers to conversion. 

#1 What is conversion? 
 

#2  In what areas of you life do you desire to experience a deeper conversion? 
 

#3  What will you need from God for this conversion? 
 

#4  What keeps you from you conversion? When will you begin doing the above?   

 To whom will you turn for help? 

 

Parousia… 

The Second Coming of Christ to earth, foretold by Jesus Himself, by St. Paul, and in several passages in the New Testament.  

The parousia will happen swiftly and will introduce the General Judgment. 

 

Eschatology… 

Christian doctrines and theology concerning the “end times” or “last things”, including the Second Coming of Christ 

(parousia), death, the intermediate state (the condition of those who die before the general resurrection), the general 

resurrection, judgment, heaven, hell, purgatory, and so on.  The “end times” refers to the consummation of the divine plan of 

salvation, both for individuals and for the entire human race and cosmos.  This consummation will mark the end of the world 

as we know it.  According to the Scriptures, this final period has already begun with the birth of Christ, but it continues to 

unfold in the period after Christ’s death and resurrection until He comes again. 

 

SMALL GROUP-SESSION TWO 
 

#1  What are your understandings of heaven, hell and purgatory?  The Church teaches that there is a  

hell, though no teaching says it is necessary to believe that anyone is there.   

What is your response to this? 
 

#2  Why is it that we cannot save ourselves? 

 

Incarnation… 

According to the Christian doctrine of the Incarnation, the eternal Son of God assumed a complete human nature and was 

born of the Virgin Mary by the poser of the Holy Spirit.  While the Incarnation itself is a work of the Blessed Trinity acting 

together, only the Second Person of the Trinity is united with a human nature.  The resulting union is a substantial one in 

which the divine and human natures are joined in the one Person of Jesus Christ. 
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