
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
May is the month dedicated to Mary 

            Liturgical Year C 

Gospel: Luke 24:46-53 from the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord (7th Sunday of Easter); Season of Hope 

Doctrinal and Pastoral Issues: *Mission & Ministry *Ascension *Ecumenism *Pentecost  
 

Welcome Let us enter into prayer in the + name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Lighting of the Candle 

All  Jesus is the light of the world, a light no darkness can overcome. 
 

All  God of light, send your Spirit into my life with the power of a mighty wind, 

   and by the flame of your wisdom open the horizon of my mind. 

  Loosen my tongue to sing your praise in words beyond the power of speech. 

  Continue to work through me and the hearts of all who believe. 

All  Amen.  Alleluia_____________________________________________________________ 
Gospel Proclamation—Dr. Larry Bartlett 

Commentary—Kelli Rocha 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
In the Gospel, the risen Lord commissions or sends forth the apostles to all the world where they are to proclaim the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  After listing the many signs that will accompany their ministry, Jesus was taken up into 

heaven.  However, the story continues to speak about how the Lord continued to work with them and confirm their 

message.  Our words and deeds proclaim who Jesus is to other people. 

 

#1  Name an event, a person or a relationship that led you to believe that knowing Jesus Christ was good news for you  

 in your life.  Be specific. 

 

#2  What does it mean for you in your life that Jesus is good news? 

 Give a concrete example of how Jesus has been good news for you in your life. 

 

#3  By your words and deeds, how does your life show Jesus to others? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large Group……….Open Forum……….Questions and Discussion…….Announcements 
 

 

14 May  Matthias, Apostle (1st Century) The only thing we know about Mathias is that he was chosen to take Judas 

Iscariot’s place among the twelve apostles.  Imagine going through history known as the one who replaced Judas.  No 

matter what Matthias did, the first think people were bound to remember was that he took over from the person who 

betrayed Jesus. 

15 May  Isidore, Farmer1070-1130) Isidore is the patron of farmers.  A Spanish laborer, he worked hard all his life, 
combining a deep love of God with a deep love for the land.  His reverence for the soil he tilled is a wonderful 

example for all of us of the delicate balance and intimate relationship we all must have with the earth and its bounty. 

18 May  John I, Pope  

 



Ascension of Christ……… 

…….refers to the ascending of Jesus’ risen and glorified body into heaven, such that His person exists in 

material bodily form with God the Father outside of time and space. 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

#1  What divisions have you experienced among Christians?...among people of different faiths? 

 

#2  What experiences of gathering together with family and friends during times of confusion or anticipation  

 or tragedy have you had?  Why was it important to be together? 

  What was the result of your coming together? 

 

#3  How can each of us work toward greater unity in our lives? 

 

 

Ecumenism….. 

…..the practice of promoting or working toward worldwide Christian unity or cooperation. 
 

 

Practice of Faith…………………..Preparing Pentecost 
 Next Sunday, the Easter season is complete with the celebration of Pentecost.  Use this prayer every day between now 

and then.  “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.  And kindle in them the fire of your love.  Send forth your Spirit and 

they shall be created.  And you shall renew the face of the Earth.  Let us pray.  Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit you have 

taught the hearts of your faithful.  In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right and always rejoice in your consolation.  We 

ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

All Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

 Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created; and you will renew the face of the earth. 

 

Women The Lord says: Go, I have appointed you to be messengers of good news----to open the  

  eyes of the blind, to set captives free.  I have appointed you to be My witnesses. 

Men  And we say: No Lord, you can’t mean me, I’m too young or I’m too old.  I don’t have  

  enough time.  I don’t speak well.  I have too much work to do.  I’m afraid.  I have other  

  worries.  They’ll laugh at me. 

Women And the Lord says: Go, I have appointed you to be messengers of good news.  To  

  whomever I send you, you shall go.  I will put words into your mouth and I will be with  

  you at every moment, in every struggle and in every joy. 

Men  I send you forth to be my hands and feet, my eyes and voice, to a world that needs my  

  love.  I give you gifts of grace, gifts to share. 

Women I have appointed you to be messengers of joy and peace to the homeless, the lonely, the  

  confused, and the searching. 

Men  My Spirit will be with you to fill you with enthusiasm and life, so that you may renew  

  the face of the earth. 

All  Amen.  Alleluia 
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